A introduction to- yowr garderv

If yow awe o serious govdener looking to- see what specialist planty yow conv
find;, how to-get rid of noxious weeds or deal withvplant diseases, this is not
the place for yow.

There are many good books on gardening and gardew design. They ave full
of mausses of informationw and assume o high level of commitiment. My
childven, and their spouses, are like most young couples; struggling to-bring
up their childvenw and pay the mortgages. Whilst they enjoy their gordens
they donw't hawe the time for the intricacies and complications of full scales

Over the years, as both alandscape avchitect and messing about inv my ownw
gavdeny, I hawve leawrnt that it is not really as complicated as people make out.
Yow couv achieve av lot withv av smalll aomount of worvk and, as everyone stouty
from zero, the knowledge builds up. Working inthe garder iy not as serious
or complicated ay it is made out to-be.

Once yow stowt thinking of your garder as just another room that needs to-be
decovated, but one with such tremendows possibilities and which

and grows withv yow; the experience caw be life changing. Nobody told me this
whew I was younger so-as ov restdt my childves lost out. This is my gift to-them
now.

What is it that is so-special about av gavden?
Iy it the fact that we cawv sit outside with the sun beating down? (I
Scotland?).

Ly it the sense of owr oww piece of countryside outside owr front door?

Is it owr chance to- sit inv v wawrm room and watch the squivrels and bivds
cawvorting about inthe raivw or freeging cold?

Iy it the chance to-amage ouwr neighbours withv nice neat rows of nmuldiv-
colowred flowers and a neatly clipped lawn?

Or is it the chance for o bit of concrete where we cownv keep the cow and perhapy
 Cowrovounv?

Infact it s probably bity of all of this; and maybe av bit more; depending o
owr lifestyle and character.

There i one thing to-remember whew stawting to-think about yowr garden
It iy your owrvpiece of opew space and Mother Nature wanty it bouck.

The weeds will come and over time; without help, even the concrete will



suwvender. What iy euphemistically called: Maintenance iy actually o fight
against natuwre: So yow need to decide What yowwant to use the space for
and how much yow want to- ight. The greal joy of gardening iy when yout
and natuwre have reached: ew agreement that yow are both happy with (or at
least prepaied to accept.)

A low maintenance gowderw canw be achieved whew yow have

nature widh concrete; stone and gravel and chemicaly so that i hay Little
energy left for the fight (buwt it wills come back!) or whew yow and. nature have
reached o amicable agreement. (I once hadsa tulor who spent three days o
year puaindaining hisfive acre gawdew, bud ibwas all.woodland:)

Sor gardening is aboul kinowing what yow want to- dor withv the space, budding:
the gavrden and thewprotecting . This brings me to the other special thing
aboul gardens: Tume: Because Mother Nalure is in there; working With yow or
against yow, the gardew iy aways changing: The planty grow (hopefully), the
weeds come, the flowers (and the weeds) die back and they the flowers and-
the weeds all come back again.

And the weather... We can generally rely on the rain but that means that in
Scotland Things grow muich quicker than youw might tThink. Once v a While
Wwe get aw drought so whilewe enjoy the suwthe poor planty are desperate for o
drink. Thewfrost. Nothing iy guaranteed to-kill off planty like frost. Bud,
come the summer and:like Lagarus most of thew rise from the deads

One way and another there iy a-lot going ovw inthis garden and that is why,
if yow let it, & will become paut of the family. Your kitchen will stay the saume
undth your cooker blows up or yow get over the cost of inittally installing it
and inv armoment of blind optimisn try again. Your living roowr will alway s
reflect all the curios yow bring back frow exotic places or drunkev parties but
youwr gorderw will Listen Lo yow. If yow are good To- it and come To-anv
arrangement With the forces of natiwre i will be good to- yow and provide yow
with some of your best times. ITwill set yow up for the day and sootiv your
troubled mind - at the end of the day. It will educate youw chiddrenw and give
Yo a senseof tranquillity in your later years:

If yow ignove i, it will be apaiv bothv physically and metaphorically.
The noblest warriors of the garden fraternily arethe farmers. They know
what they want from their land and they wse all of the skillsy and weapons at

their command to fight naltwre to gel it. Mostly they win but sometimes they
lose and they do all of this against a frightening economic background.

We can deal with the economicsy o a muchy simbler basis so- we only need to-



know what we want and what we awe prepared to-do-to-achieve it.

But if yow know nothing about plants how coan yow face o new gawrden? Inthe
words of Covporal Jones (fromthe old tv sevies) “dow't panic”. Although
planty are important this is all about the space. Your gardev should be your
friend and, like your friend; yow gradually get to-know it over the many yeors
that yow are together.

Yow stowt withy working out what yow want fromv it. Iy it just something pretty
to-look at o will yow be inv there drinking wine and playing with the kids.
Chances awe the washing will be hung out. What about the bowbecue? Do yow
want to-grow fruit and or vegetables? (Beawr i mind fruit and vegetables ave
also- attractive to-a wide range of pestsy and diseases so-this could meanv
sexious wowr).

Hawving got yourself excited about the range of possibilities, come back to-
eawtihv witihvtihe size of your plot. But donwt get too-dowwn. Even the smallest
corner caw genevally take atable and chairy aond some pots. (A nice wine,
the smell of the open air and the sound of birds.)

If yow have av table and chairs, sit out invthe gowrden withv av piece of paper
and play with the opportunities. Walk about the gardew and see what was
there before. Did the people who-had your garden before have any good ideas
or planty that yow want to-keep?

Dot worry about the planty yet. Think of what role this gavder iy going to-
play invyour life: Next montivwe will stowt thinking about the desig.
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